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BRIEF REMARKS, &c. 


AST week was publiſh'd, price 15. only, 
the author, (ſee p. 47 of his letter) being 
infinitely above ſecular confiderations, and covet- 
ing no man's money ; A Letter to the Rev. 
Mr. Caleb Evans, occaſioned by his curious 
confeſſion of faith, at his late ordination 
among the Independent Baptiſts in Briſtol: 
In which his marvellous creed is conſider'd, 
and his abuſive cenſures of other miniſters 
and churches are expoſed. Being a ſeaſona- 
ble rebuke to an uncharitable baptiſt. By 
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PR 
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Tuis letter, I am forry to be oblig'd to 
ſay it, is a mere farrago of falſbood, miſrepre- 


 fentation, and the moſt illiberal abuſe. It has 


rather the appearance of the foam of inſa- 
nity, than the remonſtrance of chriſtian ſo- 
briety. In full proof of which I appeal to 
the letter itſelf, and to my Confeſſion which 
occaſioned it.---To pretend to reply to ſuch a 
ſcurrilous libel, which can injure no one but 
its miſerable and much to be pity'd author, 
would be a ſhameful waſte of time, and an in- 
ſult upon the public, who do not need to be 
told with what contempt ſuch a production 
ought to be treated. I might perhaps afford 
ſome diverſion to the infidel and libertine, 
was I to fit down and imitate the polite libe- 
ral ſtyle of my Rev. correſpondent, and to 
addreſs him as familiarly as he condeſcends 
to addreſs me. It might very poſſibly raiſe a 
laugh if I was to inſert ſuch a paſſage as this, 
ſee p. 8, of the Letter. © I ſeized your letter 
with the utmoſt eagerneſs, tranſported with 
| | the 
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the fond deluſive thought that my Ned had 
ſurely by this time, changed the fury and fe- 
rocity of the ungovernable bigot, for the mild- 
neſs and meekneſs of the chriſtian.” Or, ha- 
ving animatyverted upon ſome of the curious 
anecdotes my correſpondent has thrown out, 
if I was to cloſe a paragraph with ſuch a beau- 
tiful exclamation as this, it would be very 
witty to be ſure. See p. 14, of the letter. 
Indeed Ned you are a conurer !” Tho' in 
good truth I ſhould rather ſay, indeed Ned 
you are 0 conjurer. Or perhaps it might be 
thought very diverting, if I was to embelliſh 
another page with ſuch a polite ſentence as 
this; which is highly ſeaſon'd with the urba- 
nity of the gentleman, the ſcholar and the 
chriſtian miniſter, See p. 39, of the letter. 
Ned, you might as well attempt to blow the 
ſun from his heavens, the moon from her orb, 
and the brighteſt ſtar from its ſphere with the 
nozzle of a bellows, as wipe” ----- I leave 
the public to compleat the ſentence, and Mr. 

our Harwood's 
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Hats own conſcience to tell him, what 
needs to be wip'd. But however I might 
hereby raiſe a laugh upon my adverſary, I can- 
not deſcend thus low; or help bluſhing for 
the man, who ſuſtaining the character of a 
chriſtian miniſter, is yet capable of thus ſink- 
ing every degree of clerical decorum into the 
yery loweſt and moſt ridiculous buffoonery. 


As an adverſary I deſpiſe him; but as a weak 
_ unhappy man I have a heart to pity and proy 


r 


WarTHER I have thrown out the leaſt 
grain of abuſe upon other miniſters and other 
churches, and ſcolded like a fiſhwoman, as 
Mr. Harwood elegantly expreſſes it: Whether 
claim any right of impoſing my creed or 


ſyſtem upon any one fellow chriſtian, or plead 
for any ſuch right on behalf of the ſociety 1 


am connected with: Whether I have given 
the leaſt intimation that TAE BIBLE is by no 


means ſufficient, but is a very lax, incomplete, 
imperfect, 


* 
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imperfect, unfiniſh'd book : Whether any. of 
theſe things are true, as Mr. Harwood has af. 
ſerted they are, appealing to the great Gon 
that he has no deſign to miſrepreſent any man's 
creed or character I leave every impartial 
ſober man that reads my confeſſion of * 
to judge and determine. 


I Have indeed mentioned as a reaſon why 
a ſociety ſhould be more careful in their choice 
of a minifter, that the ſentiments embrac'd 
by ſome profeſſing chriſtians are decried by 
others. I have alſo ſaid that a miniſter's 
making a declaration of his belief in the bible 
in general, is by no means ſufficient to ſatisfy 
a ſociety, becauſe this is a declaration which 
even a papiſt will make as well as a proteſ- 
tant; and yet what proteſtant ſociety would 
think themſelves obliged to chuſe a popiſh 
miniſter merely becauſe he made ſuch a de- 
claration. I have alſo intimated that though 
it is become faſhionable to inveigh againſt all 

creeds 
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creeds and ſyſtems, yet that tis very evident 
the grand rock of offence with theſe ſpecious 
declaimers, for their declamations are plau- 
ſible tho' not concluſive, is the calviniſtic 
ſyſtem, - which I eſteem the bulwark and 
glory of the reformation, but which the Y, 
being enemies to it, uſe every artifice, and this 
of crying out againſt al creeds in general is 
one, to overturn it. 


In ſhort, all I have done is this. I have 
pleaded for a right of private judgment for 
myſelf and fellow chriſtians. JL have vindi- 


cated the ſociety I ſerve in their exerciſe of 


this right. J have inſiſted upon it likewiſe, 
that no miniſter is oblig'd to declare by the 
rite of ordination, his approbation of a man 
he diſapproves ; a truth Mr. Harwood has 
had proof of. And laftly, L have deliver'd 
my own religious ſentiments, ſuggeſting the 
reaſons of my belief of them as I go along, 
and conclude with an acknowledgment of 


my 


6905 
my own imperfection weakneſs and fallibility, 


and my entire union of heart with all ſincere 
chriſtians of every denomination, whom I ſa- 


lute as brethren in the Lok. And whether 


there is any thing in all this, that merits ſuch 
illiberal abuſe as Mr. Harwood hath thought 
proper to diſgorge upon me and the ſociety I 
ſerve upon account of it---Countrymen ! 
friends ! fellow-chriſtians ! judge ye ! 


As to my ſentiments, which have produ- 
ced ſuch burſts of HOLY indignation from 
Mr. Harwood, he well knows they are not 
novel; and may perhaps remember the time 
when he himſelf deliver'd a written experi- 
ence (as I have been inform'd) and join'd him- 
ſelf it is certain as a member to a church that 
| patronizes theſe very ſentiments infernal as 
| they are, and the miniſter of which church 
| hath publiſh'd a confeſſion of his belief of 
them. They make indeed a ftrange figure 
as dreſs d up by Mr. Harwood, but ing 
B E 


—— 2 — . — - 
+ 

"3 — — « 
— 333 * 


4 
i 
[ 
7 
; 
| 
io 
: 

1 

15 
* 

11 


[mJ 


native dreſs they have no ſuch formidable ap- 
pearance. And methinks it ſhould have been 
ſome check upon the fury of my Rev. antago- 
niſt, to have read (as doubtleſs he has read) 
the following candid acknowledgment in fa- 
vour of Calviniſm, in the celebrated Con- 
feſſional. See p. 287, and 288, of the 2d 
edition. © One thing, however, I beg leave 
juſt to mention in favour of the Calviniſts; 
namely, that ſome very eminent men of the 
preſent generation have gone a great way in 
their philoſophical diſquifitions, towards vindi- 
cating the predeſtinarian theology of theſe our 
forefathers. And, when it is conſider' d that fo 
able a writer as Dy. Clayton, the late biſhop of 
Clogher, could find no other way of eſtabliſh- 
ing the free-will or free-agency of man, but 
by putting ſuch limitations, as he has done, 
upon the preſcience of Gop, no REASONABLE 
man would haſtily conclude, that the Calvi- 


niſts have nothing material to ſay for them- 


ſelves,” ö 
Dos AnD 


3 
AnD I ſhould have thought his ſublime ve- 
neration for Arianiſm might have been ſome- 
what abated, by the ſermons preach'd at 
Lady Moyer's lecture, and lately publiſh'd, 
by his learned and ingenious friend, as he 
affects to call Dr. Daw/on, who in thoſe diſ- 
courſes ſhews the inconſiſtency and abſurdity 

of this motley ſcheme. 


I Have only to add, that as chriſtians of all 
denominations in this town, were perfectly 
peaceable, and liv'd in friendſhip with one 
another till Mr. Harwood came amongſt us; 
ſo I flatter myſelf the ſame harmony will con- 
tinue to ſubſiſt, notwithſtanding the unworthy 
attempts of this man to diſturb it. 


Fox my own part, there is nothing I more 
fervently wiſh, next to the enjoyment of peace 
with Go, than to live peaceably with all men. 


n 8 95 CALEB EVANs. 
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